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Quite untrue that he had ever thought of Church, that most excellent of men and writers, for the archbishopric; but has hoped that he might be induced to take a bishopric. This, however, was after the deanery, not before, as I have often heard said. The only bad things in character and conduct of which he believed himself incapable were two, ambition and gambling. I intimated some slight incredulity as to the first, but he held to it. I told him that somebody had said that the three men who had gone quickest into Cabinet after entering the H. of C. were Mr. Pitt, Goschen, me. He promptly disputed, and named Sir George Murray, whom the Duke of Wellington had made Colonial Secretary after the Canningites had been despatched. [He was wrong, for Murray had been five years in Parliament. When I sent him a card to this effect, he replied by return of post, "Then try Lord Henry Petty," and this was right, and the trio of whom he made so light were deposed.] Said he had had seventy Cabinet colleagues; only Pam. had more. He, Mr. G., was fourth in length of time in which he had been Prime Minister: (1) Walpole; (2) Pitt; (3) Liverpool; (4) Mr. G.; (5) Lord North. Pam.'s Cabinet life just on twenty-eight years. His own considerably less. Enormous admiration for Sir James Graham. Mr. G. consulted him much, right up to the time of his death. Talked about his own voice. In 1860, after he had brought in the Budget in a long speech, Clay, an M.P. and an operatic expert, came to him and said, "You must take great care, or else you'll destroy the colour in your voice." We discussed the exact meaning of the phrase. Had done his vocal chords some considerable damage atre a fatheiht at Ballachulish. . . .
